



Passenger Trains in Collision 

at Spuyten Duyvil. 



SENATOR WAGNER KILLED. 



Two 




Cars 

Burned to Ashes. 




and 



A BRIDE AND GROOM PERISH. 



Terrible Scenes at tlie 

Wreck* 



Tkc FmM r^prcii Tr*tln from Altwuiy Atop* 
Cm M i'lid tin Air llmkt, nnil U Run Into 
by Iter Tarryloun Local Two Urn nlnf 
Room (tin Filled with Member* of the 
l^eirlftlAture Telewnped nml Quickly Burn, 
nt So Trace of Henntor Wagner Found— 
KlCbt C'tenrred Hodlea Token from the 
DVreek-Tbe Omt»kle ttlorleft of f be Hnrvl* 
Ton-Tk c Escape of IJeul.-Oov. Bnmtow. 

The heavy Atlantic express train on the 

New York Central and Hudnon River Railroad, 
due in this city at 7 o'clock last evening, halted 
to repair a damage to the brake just after 
having rounded the curve a short distance this 
tide of Hpuyten Duyvil, There were thirteen 
cars in the train, the last six of which were draw- 
ing-room care. In front were two passenger 
coaches, two mall cars, and an express ear. 
Among tho passengers in the drawing room 
cars were many members of the Legislature, 
including Senator Webster Wagner and other 
well-known politicians. While tho express 
train was standing on tho track a local 
train from Tarrytown, running at apparently 
fall speed, crashed into tho rear of tho standing 
train. The two rear drawing-room cars were 
telescoped. They then caught fire and were 
burned. It is believed that all of tho ten 
or twelve persons in tho rear car perished. 
Hi' nut or Webster Wagner was last seen, a 
moment before tho accident, going from tho 
second ear from the rear to the rear car. and 
there is no doubt that ho is among the 
victims. The number of those who perished 
in the second car from tho rear is 
not known, but there seems to be reason 
for believing that all of the passengers were 
not rescued. Among tho dead are a young 
couple who were on their bridal tour. The 
cause of the accident is not clear, but it 
fccems that there was an almost total 
absenco of attempt to flag the approaching 
train. The number of dead bodies taken from 
the wreck at midnight wa*i eight. Several per- 
rons an* injured, one at least fatally. 
Tho list of those believed at midnight tube 

dead was a* follows: 
Hesatoh Weiistev. Wagner of Xi»\v York* 
Talk Valentine of licnnington, Vt, 
Mrs. Pailk Valentine of Bennington. Vt. 
An unknown woman, stout, apparently 40 

years old. 

A negro, believed to be an employee on the 
drawing-room ears. 

And three other unrecognized bodies. 

D. L. Ransom of the Hoffman House in this 
city is among the m?s.^ing. 

Those who are known to l»e wounded are: 

Oliver Keely of spring City. Pa.; fatally. 

Miss Mary Paxiels of New York; badly. 

Assemblyman Monk of Brooklyn; slightly. 

Engineer Frank Buiui; slightly. 

Oliver B. Keely. Spring City. Pa. 

D. L. Hansom of the Hoffman House. New 
York. 

Tilt: STORY OF THE VATMTBUPUK 



Tke C'rufth mid (fee Terrible Hrrno* Follow Ing 
It DcM-rib«d by l!>e V. I tut- 

The Atlantic express, which should have 

started from Albany at 2:40 o'clock yesterday 
afternoon, was thirty-five minutes late in leav- 
ing that city. It made only two stops, one at 
Hudson and the other at Foughkeepsic, Be- 
Ween the latter city aud New York, seveuty- 
hree mile*, the train was to make no stop. It 
ran at high speed, ami had nearly made up its 
lost time before the accident occurred. There 
wen* thirteen ears on the train. Kix were par- 
lor ears. These wen: the Bed Jacket, Vuudor- 

ti!t. Sharon. Minnehaha, Empire, and Idle wild. 
There wro four passenger coaches, two mull 
cars, and one express ear. 

Tho train had passed Spuyten Duyvil. and 
had gone about a third of a mile, when one of 
the air brake* gave out and the train was 
brought to a -top about 200 yards from Spuyten 
Duyvil eurve. Tn is curve isone of the sharpest 
on the road, and an appn aching tiain could not 
l»e seen beyond tho turn. The train was de- 
layed live or * vix minutes while workmen were 
exufuiniug and repairing the brake. The train 
war do- a! the Grand Central Depot ut TfoVlock. 

AIiMaitrain f««r passengers left Tarrytown 
aU'iit (* shortly utter the express train had 
parsed, and left Spuyten Duyvil at 7,u7. luring 
due at the Grand Central Depot at 7:i»». The 
e;.!y rm n who can tell what safeguards had 

I- * n ' i, played on the Atlantic express to warn 
approaching trains from the rear, so far n.-> ean 
be learned, are Mr. Park Valentino* * A Ilcnuing- 
b u. Vt., a passenger, and the rear hrakeiuan. 
w'e -e name is said to be George Nealiss. 

Mr. V. dentine -<ays that he was ^landing on 
the r ar platform of the pa hot? ear Idle wild 
via h wa^the last ear on the express, train, 
w ■ uddei.lya light was \ bible around Spa y- 
t« i. Duyvii carve, about 2u*J yards haek. The 

1 r.iii !i:an -tood on tho traek. live or six feet 
I. *!.»« i.-ar ear, with a red lantern and a 
v. : '• lantern. As soon as tho light of tin* ap- 
I : . l.n.g train flashed around the curve. Mr. 
V.:!' fit ine says, the brake man -prang forward 
aie! ran ipjieklydowl) the truck. swingiughfo Ian- 
tern. Mr. Valentine said that he evpectcd every 
te-i r.ij To see the approaching train stop; hut 
it vine on apparently under full headway. Bee- 
ing that a collision was inevitable, u> the train 
drew n< ar. Mr. Valentine jumped from the 
I'Utform, and es, aj»cd without injury. In the 
doorway Mr. Valentine remembers to have 
h,,, ' f ' a small, slight man. whom he eould no! 
identify, as the approaching train struck the 
c.\ i n*>s. The small man jumped back into the 
lala- e ear. and Mr. Valentine is certain that 
he w as one, of the killed. Mr. Valentine says 
that, as near on he cau re nit in'iei , there were 
tenor twelve persons in the Idle wild. He be- 
lieves that net fjuu t-ould have es *uped. 

The loeomotivo (No. 8-D of the Tarrytown 
train was in charge cf Engineer J rank Burr 
m±d Fireman guauey. Burr wa-. biigutly in- 
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jnred about the head, mid Quaney escaped un- 
injured. Both declined last night to give their 
version of the cause of the collision. 

The loeomotivo crushed into tin* rear eom- 
paHments * »f the rear parlor ear, and the ear 
was teloseoped with the rear of the parlor ear 
Empire, in front of it. So far as could be 
learned, nnY>ody eseaped from the n»ar car to 

tell the story of the disaster. 

A passenger who was in the rear of the par- 
lor ear Empire says: 

"Iwns standing in the aisle, chatting with 
Major Charles l-lrieh, (*ommissloner of Emi- 
gration, when the crash came. Thero was a 
shrill shriek of a loeomotive ejose behind !»s. a 
sudden crash like an explosion, and the ear he- 
came almost dark, and glass and splinters and 
dust filled the air. Something struck me on 
the head, and I was half stunned for a moment. 

"When I recovered my senses I found my 
head in contact with a roof ventilator. I thought 
for an instant that the ear had boon over- 
turned and was lying on its side, but T soon 
found that it was upright on the traek and that 
the roof of the rear ear had crushed through 
the roof of our ear. There wen 1 shrieks and 
groans, and. nbovo alt, the piercing cries of 
women. I found myself Hose against a car 
window, and drove my elbow through it. I was 
on the west side of the car, and looked out upon 
a stony and slippery embankment. Just then 
somebody shouted. 'This way ' from the other 
side of the car. I started across the aisle, 
over broken sent-* and debris, to a window 
through whieh other 'passengers had eseaped. 

The groans or the cries of a man entangled 
among the seats attracted my attention. I 
tugged at his coat tails and assisted him to his 
feet He speedily scrambled out of the window 
to a place of safety, and I followed him. Mr. G. 
F, Spinney of the AV*c 3 Wk Thn*$ was, Ibe* 
lieve. the last man out of the car. 

" Within five minutes after the crash the two 
rear cars were in flames. The passengers 
stood in the snow and mud on the slippery em- 
bankment and saw the lire darting through the 
wreck of the two cars, powerless to assist those 
within, who were groaning and screaming for 
succor. 

" The villagers ijuickly gathered at the scene 
of the disaster, and rendered fiuch aid as they 
could ; but it was several minutes More water, 
carried for some distance in pails, could be 
thrown upon the flames. Men and hoys rolled 
huge balls of the damp snow and hurled It 
through the car windows, which other men had 
broken with fragments of the wreck. No faces 
appeared at tho car windows, but cries in a 
dozen voices were heard from within. It was 
evident that they came from persons pinned 
fast beneath the debris and unable to escape. 

"Before the police and firemen, with ladder 
andnparatus for extinguishing the flames, had 
arrived, a dozen persons had been suffocat- 
ed. It is not probable that more than one or 
two were killed outright by the collision. 

"About the middle of the rear ear sat Park 
Valentine. l!2 years of age. son of tin* gentleman 
who stood at the rear of the ear and eseaped. 
Young Valentine was on his wedding trip, hav- 
ing been married to Miss Louise Gay lord of 
North Adams. Mass., on Thursday night. Both 
bride ami groom perished In the flames." 

Lieut. -Gov. Barstow of Vermont, who was 
with the bridal party, had gone to a forward 
car, aud he escaped uninjured. Near them in 
the car sat a large, handsomely dressed 
woman, apparently about 10 years of age. 
Her Ih.dy was the llrst recovered from 
tho wreck by the firemen. In In r pocket 
was found a visiting curd bearing the name 
"Mrs. Maude Brown, 435 West Forty-third 
street." A letter in her ticket was dated from 
the office of George M. Pinney. 58 Broadway, 
and was apparently written by her hustmnd, 
Mr. Brown. A slip of paper on whieh was writ- 
ten "Dr. Watts. 4U We*t Thirty-sixth btreet," 
was In her poeketUiok. 

Mb^ Mary Daniels, who wa* on her way from 
Tmy to vi>it friends in New York, was resetted 
alive. She sult< .*red contusions and burns, but 

will recover. 

Oliver Keely. a stove manufacturer of Spring 
C ity. Pa., was taken out through a window in a 
dying condition. Iff> right arm was buried ufT 
nearly to the shoulder, and he was internally 
injured. Tin- Doet*»r .said he could not live 
until morning. II" wan ;>s years old. His dying 
words were directions to send to his wife. 

The U.»!y of a man of large stature, the face 
burned past recognition. wa*» next taken from 
the wreek. 

Then eanie a iw.dy, apparently that of a negro, 
supposed to be one of the palace ear employees. 

Then two more charred and blaekened trunks 
of human forms wen* lifted out Upon planks by 
the firemen. One of them was tin* body of a 

man. The other, it was conjectured, was that 
of a woman. 

It was some time before more bodies were 
found. Fragments only remained of them. It 
w;ts impossible to t dl whether they were parts 
of one, two, or more human beings, rp to mid- 
night tic total number of dead was eight. Aim] 
of the badly wounded, two. The wtv< k of only 
one ear— the rear ear— had then been searched. 
It was deemed probable that lives were also 
lost in the ,« ar compartments of the car Em- 
pire, the hceond from the rear, with which the 

Idlcwiid had telescoped. 

Nearly every seat in the Empire was occupied 
by Senators and Assemblymen, or with poli- 
ticians on their way home from Albany. Among 
them were Police Commissioner Sidney P. Nieh- 
ols. Edward Kearney. Senator Browning of New 
York. Morris F. Molohan. Assemblymen Van 
Allen. Bobb Shcehy. BIcMunus, J. J. Costello. 
and Charles Swan. Edward C'ahiil of Park row, 
Emigration Commissioner ^Inch. and Assem- 
blymen Chupin and Monk ot Brooklyn. 

Nearly all of these escaped uninjured, or with 
slight eut*i and bruises. A-semblyman Monk 
suffered the most serious Injuries, arid was 
nearly prostrated by the shock. 

It is feared that Senator Webster Wagner is 
among the killed. Two or thieo minutes be- 
fore the accident he passed through the train 
from a forward ear, stopped to chat with 
Messrs. Nichols Kearney, ioid Jacobs, and 
then proeeeded to the rear of tic* train. A 
gentlen.au v. ho w; :s talking wi:h Major I'lrich 
in the ai-Ie a few feet from the rear 
of the en* Empire, says that Mr. tt'uguer 
passed through, and. he think-. Went out of the 
door to the car Idtewild. At any rate, he did 
Hot teturu tothe forward part of the train. It 
is probable that he was either in the 

extreme r* ar of tho Empire, on the plat- 
form, or in the forward part of the 
rear ear. In either of tiiose places he must al- 
most certainly have been killed, as the cars 
telc,M«op.'d, and their platforms were smashed 
• >r e| u-lc d t< -get h*.-r. 

It t- impo.-sihio to tell how many lives u.-re 
I rt. The passengers who escaped unhurt 
made their way to the city by various r aites. 
Sofia* weia to King's Bridge, others went on 
the uninjured bctiou of the express train to 
the riraml Central Dep. t. NoW» of the accident 
was late in reaehiug tho eity. and th uv were 



hardly any iteiuirie* for the missing. Tin* 
bo die-, of the dead were taken to neighboring 
j hou-es, and them e to the Kingsbrnlge police 
station. 

Medical aid was itjickly summoned after the 

a eid« nt. Di . J ad-on of Dobbs' Ferry was on 

the Tarrytown lo**al train. None of the pas- 

s'M.ger* on that train were hurt, and 

Dr. Juthton uuicfcly offered his f»erviet*s 

to the injured people on the Atlantj. 

Pais.ai? 



express. 



Dr. 



us of Kiugsbridgi 



and Smith of Spu\teu Duyvil were also prouipt 
in atieudatcv. There w.ia but one passenger. 
Mi^s Daniels, for whom they could do any- 
thing. Mr. Keely was past all relief. They 
could only mitigate hi- sufferings until death. 

The two car* continued to burn until lit- 
tle more than cjndcinund ashes remained 1m - 
maiied betdde* the running gear. The 
firemen worked assiduously in hope of 
preventing the destrueiion of bodies that 
inigbt remain in the wreck, but those thai still 

remain wu»t be burned beyond all postiibililv 



of recognition. D. L. Itansom of the Hoffman 
House, in this 1 city, is among the missing. 

The railroad officials were very rctieont ns to 
the causes of the accident, and each, when 
asked referred the inquirer to some man 
further down the track, who in turn passed 
him along to somebody else. 

The passengers on the express train and 
dwellers near the seene of the accident were 
outspoken in censure of the carelessness 
that had left tho train standing on 
a track near a curve without proper danger 
signals far enough in the rear to prevent such 
a collision. Had a man been -tationed on the 
other side of the curve, the Tarrytown train 

could easily have lieen stopped, 

\Vho«e fault it was that cost the loss of so 
many lives it will probably lake an official in- 
quiry ta determine. Hut even the train men 
admitted that there was gross neglect of duty 
somewhere. 

A wrecking train, with a large force of men, 
arrived after some delay, and ambulances from 
hospitals in the eity arrived at a late hour, that 

used for the removal of d»*ud bodies 
to the police station. 

THK NEWS TN THE CITY. 

Tn the first train which rolled into the Ornnd 
Central Depot after the accident Mr. John S. \V. 
.larvis of New liochclle was the only passenger, 
lie had stepped on the train at Yoiikers. 
Hy the time the train had reached the 
scene of the wreck the upward iwurnd track had 
lieen cleared, ami the down train was switched 
off on tin* up track until aTter the wreck was 
passed, whereupon it was switched back to its 

own traek. Then the train stopped and every- 
In >dy got out. 

Mr. Jarvia said: " I had time to see nine per- 
sons taken out of tin* wreck. Some were 
dead, I'm sure. Three dead persons 
Wire taken to the Kingshridgo Hotel 
while I was there. I heard triat then* 
wore eighteen either dead or wounded. For a 
little while I helped throw water. Tln-n my 
train started and I caught on, I was the only 
man on the tt aim'* 

The news reached the Fifth Avenue and 
Windsor Hotels about HioYloek. To the for- 
mer s lace it was brought by Senator tie* age II, 
Fletcher of Long Island aud another gentle- 
man. Both were passengers on the train. 
There were but few people aNmi the 
In »tc| at the time, but the news spread 
rapidly, and the gentlemen were the centres of 
attentive, inquiring groups. Mr, diaries II. 
Stauts of StnJitsburjg, N. Y„ who was on the 
train, came to the Windsor Hotel from the 
train, bringing the details of the disaster. It 
created the wildest excitement. A large num- 
ber of personal friends of Senator Wagner were 
about the hotel. Mr. Chuuneey M. Dcpew 
was dining at tho hotel when he 
was called out by a messenger who 
informed him that in all probability Senator 
Wagner had iteen killed. He went at once 
to the Grand Central Depot, where he 
was subsequently joined by several friends 
of Senator Wagner. Among these were 
Henry Knickerbocker. V, C. Eastman, 
tho cattle exporter: Major Sopor, general 
manager of the Wagner Car Company; 
Edward T, bchenck, and a son-tu-lttWof Senator 

Wagm r's. At lu o'clock a sj inl engine left 

the depot for the scene of the accident, carrying 
General Superintendent John M. Toucey of the 
New York Central and Charles M. Ilissell. Su- 
perintendent of the Harlem toad. Several Phy- 
sicians accompanied them. The t arty from 
the Windsor Hotel ami Mr. Depew awaited 
news from them at tin* telegraph desk 
in the train despatcher's office. No word came 
to relievo their anxiety. The fatuity of the 
Senator were brought together at his house, H 
East Forty-fourth street. The doer was kept 
constantly ajar by those waiting for some mes- 
senger bringing tiding*. Four were at the 
windows, watching each person who passed 
through the street. At 5 minutes to 12 a train 
which had lioen run up to the wreck reached 

the Grand Central Depot, 

SENATOR WAONEB'S SON'S STORT. 

Upon it was Senator Wagner's elder son. Mr. 
Depew and hts family wen* awaiting htm upon 
the platform. The moment he stepped from 
the train he was surrounded, and silently the 
little group listened to what he said. He had 
been unable totlndany tno-eof his father. and l«o 
licved he had perished III the burning ear. From 
what he could learn from others. Mr. Wagner 
was of the opinion that his father must have 
been at tin* rear of the Idtewild or at the fore end 
of the Empire when the collision occurred, and 
that he was instantly killed in the telescoping 
and his body burned. The friends who* 
listened gave up Imjs? tis the story 

was told, and slowly struggled out of 
the depot. In the street they halted 

to debate upon the manner of announc- 
ing to the family that their worst feats* were 
realized, and who should perform that sad office. 

fk:r.NKtf AT THE WINlttOK nuXEU 

The gathering at the Windsor remained until 
after mhinight. eager b*r e\cry bit of news that 
could l*» obtained. About 10 o'clock Mr. S. 
H. Kn* eland and others, who were upon the 
fell >n ing t rain arri\cd, and were overwhelmed 
with qu« -tl< lis, Imt only the most meagre, 
unsatisfactory, and hearsay reports were ob- 
tainabie, and these scene d simply to increase 
the anxiety. Prominent among the inquirers 
were D. U. Mills, Har\ey Kennedy, and many 
well-known Wall street men. 

BEN A TO U FLfcTi HERB NARRATIVE. 

Senator Fletcher, who was U and at the Fifth 

Avenue Hotel, said that he was ni Tie- sixth ear 
from the rear at the time of t!c* accident. 
E\ery olio was thrown Irom his seat, 
and tin* class ot every window* was 
shattered. The train had U»en at a standstill 
about tifte n minutes when tin* era^li came. 
Cpoii going bark he saw the tear car 
telescoped into the car ahead of it. 

which was already on fire. Every eftort 
was made to get people out of t ! i * * demolished 
cars. After the cars had b» en burned a count- 
ing of the members of the Legislator** was had. 
and Senator Wagner was the only one missing. 

ASSEMREYMAN RoliB's ESCAPE. 

Assemblyman Ilobb of this city was in the car 
next the rear, and es aped through a window. 
He lauded just in front of tin' engine of the 
train which l ad caused the culUsem. and in* 
v.a^ ba lly bunc d on the hands ami wrists by 
the escaping steam. 

R. H. STILWEl L*S STORY. 

Ti, H. Stilwell of Oswego, uliu was «.n t he 0:25 
P. M. train and was uninjured, said: " The 
intimation I had that anything wrong 
going on was when 1 felt the 
brakes Uing put on. When tho shock 
came the stove tipped over, and passengers 
were thrown out of their seats. I was 
in the second car from the rear. Nat ten min- 
utes lie fore the accident took Place I had U*en 
in the rear car. After everything had settled 
down. I stepped, or ratln r jumped, from the car 
steps into snow ami wutcr and walked to lin- 
ear* Which Were telescoped. They appeared 

to *h» broken up inside, and the passen- 
gers were making frantic efforts to get out. but 
the broken Umber* barred their way. I saw nt 
the end of the car nearc.-t to, me a woman held 
to the llo. r by a stove. One arm was free, 
and she waved it and screamed b r help. 
Men tried to save her. She was wedged in 
so tightly that it was Impossible to extri- 
catcher. Then the car caught lire. The con- 
ductor started the notion of throwing stnov on 
the tin*, and parties of men climbed to the top 
of the bill above and rolled snow balls until they 
were large enough to be ro tied down into tin* 
Manns. Then buckets were got and water 
thrown on tin* lire; but the snow did the most 
good in extinguishing tin* flames. 

Henry Leo. fattier of Deputy Con n* r Leo 
who Wins on the Tat r> town train which tan 
into the exprtsM train, said that he sat in 
t!n* second ear from the locomotive fr.»m 
Debits' Fifcrry. When the crash took plfcec 
all the passengers in t li is* e a r were thrown 
fo m their seats, and some were hudl) 

injured, but so far as heeould learn te» U m s 
were broken, lb* sat in the »ee. nd m at from 
the stove, ami ii! front < f him was a woman 
with .in intaitt in ln-r arms. When site was 
thrown forward the infant fell mt top of the 
stove, ami must Pave been ttighitud> bail ed, 
'i'fio woman was also thrown against tie- sb»\e. 

PAShLNtiLliS AT THE i'OS M< *¥Q LI T A N HOTEL. 

'* it was about II o'clock/' said Mr. Elun re. 

the ni^ht del k at the 4 '* -suiopolitaii lintel, last 

evening, "when tho passengers on the Albany 
evpr* ss came here, 1 was v r y busy at the 
t i i nt*. bat my attention was drawn to several 

w ho sto«.t| by the eountcr !«•• !.;ng pale and ex- 
cited. Tiiey were Mr. and Mrs. Chares T. 

Allen o| ( eanie. Mr, <o rge it«pson»>f \V« st- 
fUdd. Mr. Jane s P. .Mo- iv of iVdunibu^. Ohio, 
and >f r. .hum s W. Meek of Columbus, Ohio. 

' Mr. Allen, who was the niosi nervous 1 1 the 
t arty, owing to fits wife being \« : y m k from 
fright, wautetl the me?t i|ui« t room in tic 

house. We showed them number i»U. Mrs, 
Allen was so nervous that !^hc wanted to si e 
what precaution we !ia»l in ca^eof lire, Tiieu Mr. 
Allen i«4d us of the in*. ;d< i !. lb- said that 
he occupied t In* tilth car in * lie train, '1 1: s w.»s 
the car near- st the engine. There had I- "M a 
stop, and i ne v, -,s t hiuktng of dang* r. w h< a 
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a time and then learned the trnde of 
wagon making. After this he became 
a station agent on what wns then 
known as the Uticn. and Schenectady 
llailroad. He had eonsidernblc inventive facul- 
ty, and while he was station agent he made 
several improvements in railroading device?*. 
He Invented several systems for sleeping ami 

drawing room cars, tin* result of which was the 
Wagner Sleeping ('ar Company, of which he 
was President. In this way he acquired a large 
fortune. 

In 1*70 he was elected Assemblyman by the 
Republicans of Montgomery (Vanity, and served 
on the Committee on Hanks, lu ls71 he was 
setit to the Senate from the Eighteenth Sen- 
atorial District. Itcutlng his opponent by over 
S.nno majority. He was afterward reelected 
without opposition. In the Senate of 1H72 and 
1*7:1 he was Chairman of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures 
the Committees on 
Orlovanees. The two 
was Chairman of 
Public Huildings. and was on the Committee on 
Ha i Irom Is. Cities, and Agriculture. In ls7<» and 
ls77 he was Chairman of the Committees on 
l'i inline; and a member of the Committee on 
Itailrouds and on Villages. He was again elected 
bv a large majority to the Semite, and was 
Chairman of the Committee on Itailrouds ami a 
nictnlicrof several Important committees. He 
was elected to the present Senate without op- 
position. 

Mr. Wagner resided on a tine farm ju**t out of 

the village of Pa la t i tie Ilridge, where he had a 

handsome country residence. He was a very 
popular tmin^ in the community, liberal aud 

ib 
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were thrown against tl"» sid^sof 

others dashed to th * tioof. Xitt 
at that Hi' in nt v\a-i aw fill. a> 
were thrown tho tb»*«r and tin 

sto\e ii| set. Mr. Aden managed to hit 
his wife in his arms, and l«ah t * - 1 1 * n the plat- 
form. '* Then Mr. Alhui de>.-rib« d to Mr. I.I nn re 
how the rear ears seemed t.i !»• all on 
lire, and lc w peoj.lo s. !* an.*-d ami 
groaned. It did !n>i take a ncaa'-nt tor 
Volunteers to run into the burning earn and 
save th<<-e tiiey eould. Among t<.' -e who were 
found killed Mr. Allen mentioned a newly mar- 
ried couple who wen- on their wedding trip. 

They Were foilfid locked 111 each other's U1IUS. 

and seemed to b»* asleep. 

hES'ATot! v, Aovr.U. 

3Ir. Wagner who was killed, was born in Fal- 
atiue liiidge thisi-tate i vi. j i%'T . nd eon- 
s^ tiuentiy was 4»4 years old. His interns were 
Germans, and gave htm a common s«-lm# I edu- 
cation. He worked tu Lis father'* farm for a j 
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CRIMINAL NEGLECT IN EAILWAY MANAGEMENT. 

Ou the evening of January 13, an Albany express train ou 
the Hudson River Railroad, drawn by two locomotives a ad 
bound for New York, was stopped by nil Accidental or un- 
authorized application of the air brakes just after the Iraiu 
had passed a sharp curve aud a deep rock cut uear Spuytcn 
Duyvil Station, at the upper end of New York Island. The 
rear of the arrested train was shortly after run into by a regu- 
lar train known as a Tarryr.own special, also bound for New 
York- The rear eo i' of the express train was wrecked by 
the collision and quickly Oreil liy an overturned stove. Seve- 
ral passengers were instantly killed, and others, caught and 
held by wreckage, were suffocated or burned alive. Ia all 
eight lives were lost, including that of Senator Wagner, in- 
ventor of the drawing mom ears which go by his name. 

A very careful investigation of the conditions and causes 
of the disaster wns made by a coroner's jury, largely com- 
posed of civil and mechanical engineers, resulting in a ver- 
dict which is quite exceptional io its sweeping condemnation 
of the conduct of the trainmen and the managers of the road, 
who were individually held responsible for the loss of liTe 
through their criminal neglect of duty. 

Specially remarkable and encouraging are the fmdiugs of 
the jury relative lo rlie culpability of the superintendent- of 
the road and the officers of the New York Central and Hud- 
son River Railroad Company: the former in neglecting to 
provide efficient safeguards against accident at a peculiarly 
dangerous pari of the road; the latter in neglecting to pro- 
vide suitable implements for the rescue of passengers in 
| danger, and proper means for extinguishing fires on the 
1 trains, and in not establishing the competency of their em- 
ployes by proper mental and physical examinations to test 
their qualifications' for the responsible aud critical duties 
imposed upon them 

"And, as a further expression of their opinion, the jury 
affirm that, with the experience of fifty years of railroad 
management, and with the appliances in geueral use for the 
prevention of like disasters, there appears lo be no pallia- 
tion whatever for the criminal carelessness aud disregard for 
human lite exhibited by the employes of the company. The 
conduct of these employes removed this calamity from the 
chapter of accidents, making the result of destructive agen- 
cies at work as much a certainty as the discharge of a piece 
' of artillery. The only surprise is that the slaughter was not 
greater. It could not well have been less." 

The evidence by which the justness of this verdict was 
supported and made imperative was not only overwhelming 
I in its sufficiency, but it clearly indicated a general indiffer- 
ence to the safety of passengers ou the part of the co iductor , 
and the rear brakemau of the express tcain, and the super- 
intendent of the road, that is little less than appalling. 

It remains to be seen whether I lie action of the grand 
jury aud the courts in criminal proceedings against, the 
guilty parties will be such as to discourage similar miscon- 
duct and neglect of duty by railway officials and servants 
in the future. 

The safety of the arrested train in an unusually dangerous 

position devolved upon a train man who could not read, and 

who testified that, ont of forty-five or fifty similar stoppages 

of the train while be had been rear man, he bad gone back 
' to flag following trains not more than four or live times, and 

then without instruction from the conductor of the train. 

This lime he did not go back, and the disaster was an im- 
mediate result. 
After the collision the loss of several lives might have 

been prevented bad live train carried waler buckets or other 

means of extinguishing fire, or axes to enable those unhurt 

lo open the side of the burning car and release those who 
! were wounded or caught in the wreckage. Or the fire itself 

might have been prevented had the heating apparatus of the 

car been of a safer sorl. Still better, all liability to collision 

under such eircuni stances might have been prevented (at 
. least not left lo the hazard of an incompetent and negligent 

trainman) by ibe use of inventions well known to railwav 

managers, or which would he well known were it not their 

deliberate policy lo re-fuse jo consider patented inventions 

(the use of which would involve payment of royalty to the 

patentees'! unless personally interested in the parents. 
It is loo much to expect that the action of the courts in 

this ease will be such as to convince railway managers and 

superintendents of the impolicy of the course they now pur- 
sue with respect to inventions designed solely to increase 

the safety of passengers. But one natural effect of easily 

avoidable slaughters like that at Spuyten Duyvil is to ren- 
der the public tin patient of delays in the adopliou of safety 

appliance.*; aud while it would not be wise to dictate what 

specific devices shall or shall net be used ou the railways, 

lnws may be passed, in consequence of such accidents, so 

increasing the penalties for killing or maiming passengers 

where well known precautions have not been taken to pre- 
vent such disaster, that railway managers will not dare to 

run the risk of not. employing them. 
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